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This is a thought-provoking book that raises some intriguing questions about the American Civil

War. It is intended for Civil War buffs or novices to the field. It combines "What happened' with

"What If" in a speculation mode. For example: WHAT IF . . .-The South had not attacked Fort

Sumter-There had been vigorous pursuit after First Bull Run/Manassas-Meade had attacked Lee

right after Gettysburg-Louisville had been captured in 1862-Blockade-running had ended at Mobile

much earlier Other topics include Antietam, the Peninsula Campaign, Seven Pines/Fair Oaks.

Basically this is a "think-piece" for those who enjoy discussing controversial subjects.The intention is

not to provide final answers, but rather to present interesting material for the reader to ponder.
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This book approaches history with counter factual analysis, exploring really more than 10 events

and outcomes. It is an important contribution to any library of that tragedy known commonly as the

Civil War. The author starts with his interpretation of what happened (for instance Sumter). He then

reasonably proceeds to what might have happened. And often, provocatively, he adds a what if the



"what if" had happened. The war study truly becomes intriguing, dare I say fun.It is history,

therefore, the reader can take issue with any phase of the analysis/interpretation. But the active

learning involved in this book will cement firmly the contents of the work. Too, every reader,

examining his own previous studies of the conflict, will add to the list of questions. 'Tis an inevitable

bonus for sure.There is one thing I offer as a suggestion to e-book producers, perhaps e-book

authors also; find a stardard for "notes" which allows one to go the note and return to the read

seamlessly. Some books do, some books don't. Anything that speeds the read, probably increases

sales of one of technology's finest gifts, the e-book.That said, purchase this intriguing book, a

fascinating learning experience.

Detailed and well thought out. A must for any Civil War aficionado Hear unique and different

perspectives from the author that are well beyond what we were "taught as fact" in our schooldays

of the 50's and 60's
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